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PRESBYTERY of SANTA BARBARA 

November 10, 2016 
 
 
Dear Presbytery Friends, 
 
As I look forward to gathering with you as a family in Christ next Tuesday, I’m reminded of another regular 
family event in November – Thanksgiving.  This week I hung my family’s autumn wreath on the front door of 
our house.  The wreath includes a plate showing a vibrant and dandy turkey, with the words “Give Thanks” and 
symbols of grains, bread and hearts. Thanksgiving is a time to contemplate and express gratitude for God’s 
abundance and grace sustaining us through the years and phases of our lives.  “We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to God’s purpose.”  Romans 8:28 
 
I’m very grateful right now for the guiding teamwork, energy and gifts of the Presbytery Council. At this week’s 
Council meeting, Rev. Tom Stephen led us in a time of devotion and sharing of our individual gifts in ministry. 
Tom shared about realizing he has a gift of encouragement, a revelation not surprising to me.  As we’ve lived 
through some challenging times as a Presbytery, Tom’s words have encouraged me and provided a sense of 
peace.  With Tom’s permission (and thanks!), I’d like to share with you Tom’s recent graceful and encouraging 
email message to Council: 
 
I am super grateful for all the work folks have done to bring us to a better place this year than we were a year 
ago.  November last year, we had a special Council meeting prior to Presbytery at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church – we were all feeling both pressure and confusion as to what to do next.  We were still reeling from the 
exodus of many churches over the past year, the reality of doing ministry as a Presbytery without an Executive 
Presbyter and mass confusion in regards to finances. We committed to both an audit, having an independent 
assessment done (that’s when we first talked about Kate W) and prayer for the Presbytery at our special 
Council meeting. 
 
A year later, while not perfect, we are definitely moving forward.  Each of you, and many others, have been a 
part in bringing us to a better place. I look forward to seeing where we are in November 2018.  I know as we 
pray, work together, speak truth with love, we will become a model for Presbyteries around the country as to 
how to thrive in the midst of challenges. I look forward to our meeting next week – I feel like we are on about 
mile 7 of a marathon, it’s about time we hit our stride….we still might hit a wall around mile 20, but we will 
power through together, because you know “we can do all things through Christ who gives us strength.” 
 
Grace and gratitude will be the theme for Tuesday’s communal worship and meeting, with time for building 
relationship, sharing and giving thanks.  See you on Tuesday afternoon at First Presbyterian Church in Santa 
Barbara. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Sandy Thoits 
Moderator 
 
 

 


